95.   INTERVIEW TO V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI
[SASSOON HOSPITAL,
POONA,
January 12, 1924]
.. . Dr. V. B. Gokhale came to me about 8-45 p.m. just as I was fini-
shing my dinner; he told me how the Yeravda authorities had removed Mr.
Gandhi to the Sassoon Hospital, where he was in charge. He was about to
be operated for appendicitis.
. . . On my entering the room, we greeted each other and I enquired
how he felt as to the operation. He answered firmly that the doctors had
come to a definite conclusion and he was content to abide by it, and in reply
to further inquiry, he said that he had full confidence in the medical men about
him and that they had been very kind and very careful. Should there arise
any public agitation, he added that it should be made known that he had
no complaint whatever to make against the authorities and that so far as the
care of his body went, their treatment left nothing to be desired. Then I en-
quired if Mrs. Gandhi had been informed of his condition. He said that she
did not know the latest development, but she knew that for sometime he had
not been well and he expected to hear from hert He then made inquiries of
my wife and of my colleagues in the Servants of India Society, viz., Messrs
Devadhar, Joshi, Patwardhan and Kunzru. He asked:
Have your frequent journeys out of India benefited your
health?
Doctor Phatak then read a draft statement to be signed by Mr. Gandhi
conveying his consent to the operation. After hearing it once, Mr. Gandhi put
on his spectacles and read it himself. Then he said he would like the wording
to be changed and asked Col, Maddock who was in the room what he
thought. The Colonel said Mr. Gandhi knew best how to put it in appropriate
language. His own suggestion would [not] be of much value.
Then he dictated a lengthy statement1 which I took down in pencil.
When it was finished, I read it out to him once. Then he called Col.
Maddock to his side and I read it again at his desire. Col. Maddock was
quite satisfied and remarked; "Of course you know best how to put in proper
language.'* He then drew up his proper posture for signing the paper, which
he did in pencil. His hand shook very much and I noticed that he did not dot
the "i". At the end he remarked to the doctor:
See how my hand trembles.  You will have to put this right.
1 The following item